
Unit Ten Vocabulary

CRIM CULP

ONUS PROB



CRIM  Latin CRIMEN ñcrime, 

charge of crimeò

DECRIMINALIZE   v.  

To do away with 

legal penalties for

Some people advocate 

decriminalizing the 

possession of small 

amounts of drugs.



INCRIMINATE  v.  

To reveal guilt, or 

make (someone) 

appear guilty

Her testimony was 

intended to 

incriminate the 

thief.



RECRIMINATION  n.  

An accusation made 

in reply; a counter-

charge

The defendantôs attorney 

issued a stern 

recrimination

against the plaintiff.



CULP  Latin CULPARE, 

CULPATUM  ñto blameò

CULPABLE  adj.  

Deserving blame

He certainly appeared 

culpable for the theft 

of the $1,000,000, but 

he issued a plea of 

ñnot guilty.ò



CULPRIT  n.  One 

responsible for a 

crime

The video cameras 

made it easy to 

catch the culprit 

who took the 

confidential files.



MEA CULPA  
interjection Statement 
uttered to show 
personal responsibility 
for a crime (directly 
from Latin ñmy 
faultò)

The childôs prayer for 
forgiveness was a 
heartbreaking mea 
culpa.



ONUS  Latin ONUS ñburdenò

ONEROUS  adj.  

Unpleasant and 

burdensome

The pressures of 

work became 

onerousduring 

the busy season.



ONUS  n.  Burden or 

obligation

Adulthood brings 

with it the onusof 

managing your 

finances to support 

a household.



EXONERATE  v.  To 

prove not guilty

The jury did not 

respond well to the 

attorneyôs attempt 

to exoneratehis 

client.



PROB  Latin PROBARE, PROBATUM  

ñprove good, approveò

APPROBATION  n.  

Praise or approval

The applause was a 

sign of the crowdôs 

approbation.



REPROBATE  n.  A 
dishonest or 
immoral person; a 
scoundrel

The reprobate had 
been to jail so 
many times he 
didnôt even seem to 
mind confinement.


