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How Does a Bill Become Law?
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— Members are urged to cosponsor
the proposed legislation through
“Dear Colleague™ letters, through
direct requests from the sponsor-
ing member., or through staff-to-
staff contact.

The revised bill is introduced,
given an identifying number, and
referred to one or more conmit-
tees (or subcommittees) having
jurisdiction over the area affected
by the legislation.
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or needs at the local or national
level may provide ideas for legisla-
tive proposals.
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Support for the draft proposal is generated among interest groups,
businesses. and individuals who are likely to benefit from the pro-
posal’s enactment Or support it for other reasons. The legislation may
be revised to meet previously unforeseen needs of the proponents or
to address points raised by those in opposition.
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In committee, hearings are held on the legislation,
amendments are adopted or rejected, the bill is
“marked-up” (edited) in preparation for floor
consideration, and a committee report is written
describing the intent of the legislation.
During floor debate, amendments may be offered, accepted,
or rejected, and a final vote is taken on the legislation as
amended. If passed, the bill is referred to the other chamber
for committee, and then floor consideration.

y 5 - The Committee on Rules in the House,
or the majority and minority leaders in
the Senate, determine the conditions
under which the bill will be debated.

If the other chamber is considering
similar legislation (or has already
passed it) both versions, once passed,
will be sent to a conference committee
in order to resolve any differences. S
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Both houses must
approve the exact

same version of a bill B“.I.

before it can be sent ﬁ

to the president for
-
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his approval or veto.
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