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2004 AP® UNITED STATES HISTORY FREE-RESPONSE QUESTIONS (Form B)

UNITED STATES HISTORY
SECTIONII
Part A
(Suggested writing time —35 minites)
Percent of Section 11 score—435

Directions: The following guestion requires you 10 construct a coberent essay thal integrates your interpretation of
Documents A-H and vour knowledge of the period referred w in the question. High scores will be earned only by
essavs that both cite key pieves of evidence from the documents and draw on outside knowledge ot the peried.

1. How amd for what reasons did United States foreign policy change between 1920 and 19417

Use the docoments and vour knowledye of the penod 19201941 0 constract your respoase.

BPocument A

Source: Candidate Warren G. Harding in a speech at Des Moines, fowa, October 14210

I oppose the Leasgue nol becanse [ i) w understand what . . “we are heing let in for.” bat
becanse § believe | undersiand precisely what we are baing letin for,

1 do et wank to clarify these obligations: 1 want to wrn my back on them. It is pot inter-
pretation but rejection thut | am seeking. My pusition is thut the present League strikes
a deadly blow at our constitutiosal integrity and swrenders 1o i dapgerous extent our
wndependenue of action,

Docunient B

Source; Charfes Evans Hughes, seeretary of state. Washingten, D.C., November 12, 1921,

The world looks w this Conference to relieve humantey of the crushing burden created by
competiton in armament, and it is the view of the Amercan Government thit we should mecet
that expection without any unnecessary delay. It s therefore proposed that the Conference
should proveed at ence to consider the question of the imitation of armament. . ..
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Docwmnent C

Source: Edwin L. James. European correspondent of The New York Times, October 1930.

Officialiv, our government stays oul of world organizations ... we continoe 1o shy at the
World Court. But such things count for less and less. We must deal with the warld and the
world must deal with us. Let there be an international conference, and imponderable influences
bring the United States there, A conference on reparations. we are there. The International
Bank is set up. un American is made president. The World Court meets, an American is pul

on the bench . ..

[t is always the case that the American position is among the most important. Such is one of
the prices of our power. Few world problems arise in which the influence of the United States
will not swing the decision if we take a real interest. Opposition 1o the United States is a
serious underiaking. Our dollars are powerful: there are so many of them.

Docoment D

Source: ~Butchery Marked Capture of Nanking” The New York Times. December 18, 1937,

| Through wholesale atrocities and vandalism at Naunking the Japanese Army has thrown away
4 rare opportunity to gain the respect and confidence of the Chinese inhabitants and of foreign
opinion there _ . . Wholesale looting. the violation of women. the murder of civilians, the
eviction of Chinese from their homes, mass executions of war prisoners and the impressing

of able-bodied men [have] turned Nanking into a ¢ity of terror. The killing of civilians [has
been] widespread. Foreigners who traveled widely through the city Wednesday found dead on
every street. Some of the victims were aged men, women. and children . . . Many vicums were
buyoncted and some of the wounds were barbaronsly cruel. Any person who ran hevause of
fear or excitement was likely to be killed on the spot as wus anyone caught by roving patrels
in streets or alleys after dusk.
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Nocument E

Source: Republican Party platform, June 1940,

The Republican Party is firmly epposed to involving this nation in a foreign war. We are still
suffering from the ifl effects of the last World War . ..

The Republican Party stands for Americanism. prepuredness and peace, We accordingly fusten
upon the New Deal full responsibility for our unpreparedness and for the conseguent danger of
involvement in war.

We declare for the prompt. orderly. and realistic building of our national defense 1o the point
at which we shall be able not only w defend the United States, its possessions, and essential
outpusts from forcizn atawk. bat also efficiently o wphold in wur the Monroe Doctrine.

Source: Democratic Party platform. July 1940,

The American peopie are determined that war. ruging in Europe. Asia und Africa. shall not
come to America.

We will not participate in foreign wars. and we will not send our army. navid or air forces 1o
fight in foreign lands outside of the Americas. except in case of attack. We favor and ahall
rigorously enforce and defend the Monroe Doctrine . ..

We must be so strong that no possibte combination of powers would dare 1o wtack bs.
We propose to provide America with an invincible air force. a navy strong enough to protect
all our seacouasts and our national interests, and 2 fully-equipped and mechanized urmy.

B T TR LL

244 2004-2005 Workshop Materials for AP United States History
Special Topic: Teaching with Primary Sources




2004 AP® UNITED STATES HISTORY FREE-RESPONSE QUESTIONS (Form B}

Discument F

Source: Full-page advertisement in the 51 Louis Post-Dispaich, September 1940.

Mr. Roosevell today commitied an act of war. He also became America’s first dictator.
Secretly his Secretary of State. Mr. Hull. entered into an agreement with the British
Ambassador that amounts to a mititary and navad alliance with Great Britain . . .

The President has passed down an edict thut compares with the edicts forced down the throats
of Germans. lalians and Russians by Hitler. Mussolini and Stalin. He hands down an edict that
may eventually result in the shedding of the blood of millions of Americans: that may result

in transforming the Unued States into & soose-stepping regimented slave-stle . .. Of all the
cucker real estate deals in history. this is the worst, and the President of the United Suates is

the sucker.
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Docament G

Source: Chicage Daifv News. November 25, 1940,

PATTERN FOR DISASTER f

T Tribune Modia Servives, Ing,

All Righis Reserved. Reprinted with peritission.
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Ducument H

Source: President Franklin D, Roosevelt, press conference. December 17. 1940

In the present world situation . . . it Is important from a sclfish viewpoint of American defense
thut we should do everything 10 help the British Empire defend el

Suppose the home of the President’s neighbor catches fire und he has a fength of hose. 00
ar 500 feet. If e can ke the hose and connedt it 1o the neighbor™s hvdrant. he may he able !
10 put out the fire. He does not say his hose cost $15: pay me S15. He doesn’t want $15. but his
[hose] back when the fire is over. The neighbar gives back the hose and pavs him for the use
of it. If i1 gers smashed in the fire, the President says he wus vlad to lend it The neighbor savs
he will replace the part destroyed. If the President has got back his hose, be has done a pretty
good job,

END OF DOCUMENTS FOR QUESTION |
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Cuzestion 1

to7al

How snd tor what reasons did United States ioreign pohoy change between 1520 are] 19417 Use the
documents anc your knowledge of the period 1920-1941 w0 consiruat your response

The B-9 Essay
o Containg a weli-developed thesis that effectively adiresses changes in Unied States 10
pevween 1920 and 1941 and the reasons for them
e Presents a sweng analysis of changes in both the 1920s and 1330s.
e Uses effectively a substaniial number of documents.

e pohicy

o Supports thesis with substantial and relevant cutside IO TIANIon.,
s May contaln minoct Srrors.
Is clearly organizad and well written.

The 5-7 Essay
e Cormms a thess that discusses changes in United States forsagn poboy DetwenDd 1920 and 1841
and the reasons for them
e Dscusses @vents o both the 1920s and 1930s bat allows for some imbaance it Coveradge
s Uses cfiectively some documents.
Supports thesis with some outside Information.
o May have erors that do not seriously detract from e quality of the essay
Shows acceptable organization and wWiiting, ianguage errors do net interers with the
comprehension of the essay.

The 2-4 Essay
o Contams a limited or undeveloped thesis.
s Responds to the gquestion I a general manner. siMpistic wealmsnt of changes i United States
foreign policy
Merely refers to, quotes, of briefly cites documents.
e Contans Lttle outside information of information that s maccurate or urelevant.
Merely refers to, guotes. or nnefly cites documents
e May have minot errors.
May be poctly orgenized and/or written.

*

The 0-1 Essay
e Lacks a thesis ar simply restates the question.
» Demonstrates an incompetent of inappiopiiaie 12sponse.
e Hag iittle or no understanding of the documents. or ignores them completely.
s Has a substantal factual ermor.
o s poorly arganized, and/or poorly written.

- biark or completely off task

& -
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Document information and Inferences

Document A: President Harding's speech, 1920

Information:
=  Opposnion w League of Nauons
*  Isplationist sentment
»  Rewects “obligations”
s Threatens American savereignty
Injerences
»  Rewurn o nommaley,” a popular pasilion
s Reecuon of Wilsonian vision of a new worid order
«  Republican rebuff of Democrauc Party
*  Likew Is speaking 1o an solationist audience

Document B: Secretary of State Hughes, November 1921

Information:
«  Drecursor to Washington MNaval Conference
» Calls for arms hmitation
»  Armaments race is costly
Inferences’
»  Looks w intgmaillonal cooperation
=+ Reflects the costliness of World War ]
»  Harding admmistration 1s Jooking ahead to cul taxes and reduce federal debt
»  Wishes Lo head off 2 costly and dastabilizing armaments 1ace with Japan and Britain

Document C: Edwin James, New York Times, Oct. 1930

Information:
TS walks solationist, but 1s playing an active pohtical and economic role m the world
= U8 isinfluential in matiers conceming it
= 118 economic might recognized

inieyences:
*  The U.S. cannat avoid involvement 1n intersational alffars even thaugh its role differs from Wilson's
Vision
*  Recognition that Republican Party has followed an independent course that reflected its own
interest

»  Economc rivalry end political tensions are increasing
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Document Information and Inferences {cont'd.)

Document D: Butchery in Nanking, New York Times, Dec. 1937

Iniormation:
=  “Rape of Nanking”
s Atrociles everywhero in the oity
inferances:
s Japanese impesial designs bocoming more obvious

= Panay ncident had ooounaed st o week earlie

s Japanese methods isteshadow Japanese treatment of Amercan prisoners duning World War I

= 1§ cwizens may need o leave China
s Show how meffectual Presiient FDR's “Quarantine Speech” imn Oct 1937 has Deen

Document E: Republican Party platform, 1340

Enformation:
s Republican Party suil baswcally solationist in s worldview
= Supports mulitary proparedness
» New Deal is cnticized for iack of military preparedness

s Republican Party refiects the “hemisphenc dufense” pos:uion of former President Hoover

Inferencoes
s “American First” senpment s siong in the GOF

r  Nominee Wendall Willkie later voices certaln views that contraswd with those expressed in hus

party's platform
»  Repubiican Party 1 not pacifiss and 5 willlng 10 detenid the counity when atlacked

Document E: Democratic Party platform, 1940

Information:
s Democrats will not paricipate w4 foreign wat
= Need military strength so that no naton would attack U.S.
s Wi defend the Morroe Dootiine
»  Pany platiorm is sumilar o that of the GOP in foregn atfairs

Document F: Advertisement in St. Louis Post-Dispatch, Sept. 1940

[nformation
» DR crreumvents Congress in conchlding the Destroyers-for-Bases deal
*  FDR seems little different than a dictator
= War may come as a resuit of FDR's exscutive agreement
* The U5 may lose its freedom
Inferonces
o Rulopearn events are tnreatening o puli the US. mto war
s Presidents should rely on Congressional action, not executive agreerments
»  DProsidents should take a haidheaded approach 1o the “nanonal inwersst.”
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Document information and Inferences {cont'd.)

Document G: Chicago Daily News cartoon, Nov. 1940

Informaton:
«  Many sighe suggest Isolalianist sentiment
e TheU.S is rewreating to a “hemusphernic defense’ policy
= Europe not important to U.S inlerests
= Caption cautions: “Patiern o Disaster”
Inferences:
»  TheU.S. should iolow an appsasement policy
= Caption suggests that appeasement leads 1o “Munich”
»  The Daily News cartoomst understands what unfolding events i Europe mearn forthe U5
= Carlocn is criticizing a narnaw conceplion of national defense
a  Amenca First Committee should reconsidar it8 position

Document H: President Roosevelt’'s press conference, Dec. 1940

Information
s President Roosevelt deterrmines that helping other nation's miktarily is an offective way 10 pratect
America's mnlerests
= Uses the garden hose analogy in arguing for aidd Lo ether naliens
Inferences:
»  The U.S. should aid iendly nations hxe Britain with & lead-lease arrangsinent
»  Brigam is virtualy bankiupt and is standing alone against the Nans
s Rogsevell has just won election 10 a third werm and can afford a mote Aggressive response 1o
German attacks i Burope
s (agh-and-camy requitements of the Neutrality Acts harmed our friends
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Outside Information for Overseas DBQ, 2004

Republican retum w "normatey,” 1921
“lapiationist” ey ot fully adequate for the 19208
»  Played active role in wond affaws. but nob through athences
»  Washingion Naval Conletence, 1921
=  Five-Power Pact of 1822
»  Keliogg-Bnand Pact, 1928
s  Dawes Plan renegotiated Genman debt
»  Heavy economic invesimenis in Lain America during 1920s
= Presidents Hosver and Rooseveit repudiated Roosevelt Coroliary
e Amencan manufacturers such as in automobies, wete capiuring & larger share of Egropean
markat
s Probismatic tanif policies: Fordney-MoCumber Act. 1922 Smoot-Hawley, 1930
»  Good Nexghbor” Policy
Japan invades Manchuria, 18531
Roosevelt scuttles the Worid Economic Conference, 1933
U S. recognizes the Soviet Union, 1633, largely in hopes of new trade relationships
Leslationst sentiment increases ag events in Buiope sour and Nye Commitios investiganons suggest
corporate war profiteenng dunng WWI
118, Neutrality Acts, jate 18305
FDR's "Quarantne Speech.” October 1937
Panay nadent, 1937
Munich Conference, 1938
Germany overruns western Europe and nvades ISSK, 1940 and 1841
Destrovers-tor-bases deal, 1940
Lend-Lease plan, 1941
Pearl Harbor, December 1941
Good Neighbor Policy
Oil Embargoe of Japan. 1941
“Rape of Nanking”

""" Sitigass parian e
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