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Directions: The following question requires you to construct a coherent essay that integrates your interpretation of
Documents A-J and your knowledge of the period referred to in the question. High scores will be earned only by
essays that both cite key pieces of evidence from the documents and draw on outside knowledge of the period.

1. Analyze the responses of Franklin D. Roosevelt's administration to the problems of the Great Depression.
How effective were these responses? How did they change the role of the federal government?

Use the documents and your knowledge of the period 1929-1941 to construct your essay.

Document A

Source: Meridel Lesueur, New Masses, January 1932.

It’s one of the great mysteries of the city where women go when they are out of work and
hungry. There are not many women in the bread line. There are no flop houses for women

as there are for men, where a bed can be had for a quarter or Jess. You don’t see women lying
on the floor of the mission in the free flops. They obviously don’t sleep . . . under newspapers
in the park. There is no law I suppose against their being in these places but the fact is they
rarely are.

Yet there must be as many women out of jobs in cities and suffering extreme poverty as there
are men. What happens to them?

Document B

Source: Letter to Senator Robert Wagner, March 7, 1934,

It seems very apparent to me that the Administration at Washington is accelerating it’s [sic]
pace towards socialism and communism. Nearly every public statement from Washington is
against stimulation of business which would in the end create employment.

Everyone is sympathetic to the cause of creating more jobs and better wages for labor; but,

a program continually promoting labor troubles, higher wages, shorter hours, and less profits
for business, would seem to me to be leading us fast to a condition where the Government
must more and more expand it’s relief activities, and will lead in the end to disaster to all
classes.
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