3. A Farmer Favors the Constitution (1 788)

The Massachusetts convention finally ratified the Constitution by the narrow margin
of 187.to 168 votes. But the majority did not fall into line until Samuel Adams, an
experienced subverter of strong governments, reluctantly threw bis weight behind the
document, and not until the members agreed 1o recommend nine fear-quieting
amendments (the Bill of Rights). Not all farmers opposed ratification, as this earthy
convention speech of Jonathan Smith attests. How convincingly did be make bis
points that mob rule is tyranny, that anarchy begets despotism, and that the mon-
eyed class was not thinking solely of its narrowly selfish interests?

Mr. President, I am a plain man, and get my living by the plough. I am not used
to speak in public, but I beg your leave to say a few words to my brother plough-
joggers in this house.

I have lived in a part of the country where I have known the worth of good
government by the want of it. There was a black cloud [Shays’s Rebellion] that rose
in the east last winter, and spread over the west. . . . It brought on a state of anarchy
and that led to tyranny. I say, it brought anarchy. People that used to live peaceably,
and were before good neighbors, got distracted, and took up arms against govern-
ment. . . . People, I say, took up arms, and then, if you went to speak to them, you
had the musket of death presented to your breast. They would rob you of your
property, threaten to burn your houses; oblige you to be on your guard night and
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