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The Life of a Maquiladora Worker
Maria Ibarra (with David Bacon)
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 OVERVIEW 
In the excerpt below, Maria Ibarra, a worker in a foreign-owned factory (“maquiladora” in
Spanish) speaks of low wages, bad working conditions and oppressive fear. She also talks of
her desire to keep her family together in seemingly hopeless living conditions. Ibarra is about
40 years old. She works in the maquiladora of Maxell of Mexico, one of Tijuana’s largest
factories. Maxell manufactures tape cassettes and magnetic disks for computers. Ibarra lives
in a barrio on a dirt street. She shares her home with another family. Her home is made of
castoff materials from the factories—a wooden frame salvaged from industrial pallets, with
interior walls made of unfolded corrugated boxes. She provided this description of her life to
Pacific News Service associate editor David Bacon.

 GUIDED READING   As you read, consider the following questions:
• In what way does Ibarra fear the company?
• What seem to be the main concerns of Ibarra’s life?

’ve worked in the factory where I am now for three years. Three years is a
long time, and what I have to show for this time is very little. You connect

all the parts, do your job and try to keep up with all the things the company
demands. But the benefits are very small, especially in terms of money.

I make 38 pesos a day—264 pesos a week. Our wages are so low the company
gives us a weekly bonus of food coupons worth 55 pesos. (One dollar = 7.50
pesos).

I have two sons who live with me. My oldest is 19. He has been working in a
maquiladora for four years, since he was small. He couldn’t continue going to
school because we couldn’t get by on what I was earning. The younger one is
16, and just started in a small shop where they‘re teaching him the job.
Because he’s still small, and just learning, he’s earning enough for his bus fare
and his food, and that’s all.

As their mother, I felt very bad when they first went to work. Children should
be in school. I wanted something so different for them. When they were
babies, I thought they were going to study and become something in life. But
the economy failed. I was forced to send them to work so we could survive. I
can’t say this really solved anything. It was just so that we could live a little
better. And it’s not just my children—they’re just two of many others.

I
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Between my oldest son and myself, we bring in about 410 pesos a week. Water
is very expensive. Gas (for cooking) is very expensive. Food is very expensive.
If we want to eat meat, it can’t stretch that far. It’s more like we eat bones than
we eat meat.

At the beginning of the year there’s always a general wage increase, but before
the increase takes effect, you see the prices going up on everything. Everything.
Last January, sugar went up a peso. Milk, which cost 15 pesos, went up to
17,50. I only make 38 pesos a day, so I work half a day for a gallon of milk.

When I talk to my friends at work, everywhere it’s the same. When people get
married, they both have to work. Young couples leave their small children
with a neighbor, or with their parents. The salary of a single person isn’t
enough to live on.

I have hope that things can change, but I see it as very difficult. We tried to
change things once in my factory. We didn’t have any transportation to work.
At first, we talked among ourselves, undercover, because we were afraid.
Normally, the majority of the people don’t really participate in anything. We
always fear we’ll be discovered and fired. Everything has to be done
undercover.

But we screwed up our courage, and we said, well, whatever happens, we’re
going to see what we can do. We got together a group of four or five people.
To show the company we weren’t just by ourselves, we put it all in writing,
and everyone signed what we wrote. We went to the offices of the company
and said we wanted busses. We made ourselves brave, and we talked, and
thank God, we got them.

Sincerely, I was afraid something would happen to us. The company doesn’t
like people like us—they call us crybabies. But winning really lifted our spirits
because even though getting a bus is not a lot, it’s something. And we save
enough at home to buy another container of water or a kilo of tortillas. We
won something real.

I asked the assistant manager of our shift why they can’t pay us a little more.
On the other side of the border, people working for the same company earn in
an hour what we earn in a day. He told us that the company came here
because we work so cheap. If we pressured them to pay more, they would just
take the work somewhere else and we would be left without jobs. I think this
is really just an excuse, to make us grateful for our jobs.

Still, it’s difficult to think about my future. I have to take care not to lose my
job. Once you get to be a certain age, they don’t want you anymore. I’ve
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thought about going across the border, but I’m scared to do it. I have my sons.
What would happen to them if I left them by themselves? There’s vagrancy,
there’s delinquency, there are lots of dangers. It could be even worse.

But the younger one is desperate, and he says he wants to go across. I tell him
he has to be 18 but he’s free. How could I stop him? Here or there, who
knows what could happen? And over there, it’s very bad. Because of lack of
schooling, he doesn’t know English. So what would he be going to? To be
humiliated? To work? No, no, I tell him, better here. But he just says, well,
maybe later on then.


	Primary Source Library
	Main Menu
	Quick Tour
	Audio Library
	Listing by Author
	Listing by Title

	Print Library
	Listing by Author
	Listing by Title

	Search
	Chronological Periods
	Early Civilizations Prehistory-1000 B.C.
	The Discovery of '1470'
	The Iceman
	An Egyptian Pharaoh Leads His Troops In Battle
	Hymn to Osiris
	The Epic of Gilgamesh
	Hammurabi's Canal
	Journey to the Land of Punt

	Kingdoms and Empires in the Middle East 2000 B.C-400 B.C.
	Conquests of Tiglath-Pilesar I
	Exodus 5-14, Old Testament
	First Temple at Jerusalem, Old Testament
	Cyrus the Great Conquers Lydia
	Darius Exposes an Impostor
	The Behistun Inscriptions of Darius

	Greek Civilization 2500 B.C.-150 B.C.
	The Odyssey
	Hesiod's Advice to a Would-Be Greek Seafarer
	Life Under the Laws of Lycurgus
	The Laws of Solon
	The Hippocratic Oath
	Plague in Athens
	Aristophanes' Comedy The Birds
	A Great Athenian Naval Victory
	Euclid's Geometry
	Pericles Glorifies Athens
	The Death of Socrates
	The Republic
	Demosthenes' Oration "On the Crown"
	An Alexander Quartet: His Genius in Battle
	An Alexander Quartet: He Founds Alexandria
	An Alexander Quartet: A Leader of Men
	An Alexander Quartet: His Untimely Death

	Roman Civilization 750 B.C.-A.D. 1500
	Roman Officials' Abuse of Power
	The Gauls Sack Rome
	Cicero Denounces the Conspiracy of Catiline
	Caesar Invades Britain
	Caesar is Assassinated
	Battle of Actium
	The Sermon on the Mount, New Testament
	Nero Sings While Rome Burns
	The Eruption of Mount Vesuvius
	The Edict of Milan
	The Last Days of Carthage
	Dinner with Attila the Hun

	African Civilizations 1500 B.C.-A.D. 1500
	Hanno's Voyage

	Asian Civilizations 1500 B.C.-A.D. 1400
	The Hindu Upanishads
	Revolt in the Kingdom of Wei, from The Tso chuan
	India's Caste System
	Buddha's Sermons
	Patna, Capital of the Gupta Empire
	The Analects
	Meng Jiangnü and the Great Wall
	Buddhism Arrives in China
	Shih chi (Records of the Historian)
	Finding a Wife for the River God, Folktale from Shr Ji
	Meng Ch'iu
	Genghis Khan Lays Waste to Samarkand
	Kublai Khan's Fabulous Palace
	The Tale of the Genji

	Islamic Civilization A.D. 600-1300
	The Quran
	Rubaíyát

	Medieval Europe and Byzantine Empire A.D. 500-1500
	Belisarius, Justinian's Virtuous General
	The Epic of the Kings
	The Fall of Constantinople
	Charlemagne Described
	Battle of Hastings, 1066
	The Song of Roland
	The Magna Carta
	Summa Theologica
	The Black Plague, from The Decameron
	The Trial of Joan of Arc
	Foreign Visitors Describe Sixteenth Century England
	Plan for a Crusade

	The Americas 1500 B.C.-A.D. 1500
	Machu Picchu Is Discovered
	Popol Vuh: The Mayan Book of the Dawn of Life 

	Renaissance and Reformation 1400-1750
	Da Vinci on Painting
	Erasmus Describes Thomas More
	Martin Luther's 95 Theses
	The Prince
	Copernicus's Observations of Planetary Movements
	Anne Boleyn's Coronation
	Henry VIII Takes Control of the Church of England
	Catechism of the Council of Trent
	Columbus Reaches the Americas
	South America and Its People
	Magellan's Voyage
	Sir Francis Drake, Privateer

	Asian Empires and European Nation-States 1350-1850 
	Jahangir, India's Mogul Emperor
	Constantinople under the Turks
	The Silk Industry in China
	Elegy on the Taj Mahal
	British Control of Bengal
	Queen Elizabeth I Opens Parliament
	The English Attack the Spanish Armada
	The English Discover Tobacco
	The Palace of Versailles
	The Great Fire of London
	The Man Who Inspired Robinson Crusoe
	Napoleon at Moscow
	Victory at Waterloo
	Congress of Vienna

	Scientific and Cultural Revolution 1600-1914
	A Friend Describes William Harvey
	Falling Bodies
	Studies of Motion
	Second Treatise of Government
	The Social Contract
	The Rights of Women
	Call for an End to the Slave Trade
	The First High-Speed Railroad Opens in Britain
	Life at the Mill: Memoirs of a Child Laborer
	Defense of the Weavers
	The Wealth of Nations
	Vaccination against Smallpox
	The Germ Theory
	Edison's Lightbulb
	The Rigors and the Benefits of Science
	Marie Curie Discovers Radium
	The First Transatlantic Radio Broadcast
	The First Airplane Flies
	Abolition of Slavery Act
	Essay on Liberty
	Emancipation Proclamation
	Women's Right to Vote
	The Communist Manifesto
	The Titanic

	English, American, and French Revolutions 1600-1830
	The English Civil War Begins
	Oliver Cromwell, Hero of the English Civil Wars
	The English Bill of Rights
	William Pitt Defends Himself
	The Declaration of Independence
	The Treaty of Paris, 1783
	The Constitution of the United States
	Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen
	The Execution of Louis XVI
	The End of Robespierre's Reign of Terror

	Age of Nationalism and Imperialism 1800-1939
	Thomas Macaulay Speaks on Leadership and Government
	Child Labor Law Defeated
	Emancipation of Russian Serfs
	Garibaldi Liberates Palermo
	Disraeli Outlines Conservative Party Principles
	Bismarck Starts the Franco-Prussian War
	Stanley Searches for Livingstone in Africa
	The Myth of Kintu, a Folktale of Buganda
	The British North America Act
	The Berlin Conference, 1885
	Émile Zola: The Dreyfus Affair, Part I
	Émile Zola: The Dreyfus Affair, Part II
	Boxer Protocol, 1901
	Russia's Bloody Sunday
	Sun Yat-sen and the Revolution of China
	The Secret Lenin-a Brutal Dictator
	Creation of the British Commonwealth
	Stalin's Bloody Purge Begins
	Gandhi on Nonviolent Protest
	Protest in India, 1930
	Revolution and the Peasants

	World War I 1914-1920
	Life in the Trenches
	Tanks in Battle
	Bird Life and the Battlefield
	Bolsheviks Seize Power in Russia
	President Wilson's Fourteen Points Speech
	Versailles Treaty Signing
	Versailles Treaty, 1919
	Defense of the Dictatorship of the Proletariat
	Covenant of the League of Nations, 1919

	World War II 1920-1945
	Inflation Ruins Germany's Economy
	Lindbergh and the First Transatlantic Flight 
	In Praise of Einstein
	The Great Depression
	The Descent of the Bathysphere
	Mussolini Justifies His Invasion of Ethiopia
	Ethiopia's Plea for Help
	First Conquest
	Churchill Rallies the British
	Edward R. Murrow Describes the London Blitz
	Japanese Attack Pearl Harbor
	Surviving the Nazi Concentration Camps
	Battle of Midway
	Stalingrad: The Tide Turns Against the Nazis
	D-Day Landings at Normandy
	German Surrender Document, 1945
	A Kamikaze Attack
	Dropping the Bomb on Nagasaki

	Postwar Period 1945-1979
	Peace Treaty with Japan
	Winston Churchill's Warning
	The Truman Doctrine
	The United Nations Charter, 1945
	Universal Declaration of Human Rights
	The Founding of the Communist Chinese Government
	The Korean Armistice
	Discovery of the Double Helix
	The Secret Speech Denouncing Stalin
	The Treaty that Formed the European Economic Community
	A Day in Space
	"I Have a Dream"
	The Cuban Missile Crisis
	The Nuclear Test Ban Treaty
	The First Moon Landing
	Conquest of Mount Everest
	The Geneva Accord
	Firefight in Vietnam
	Paris Peace Treaty Ends U.S. Involvement in Vietnam
	China's Cultural Revolution
	France Recognizes Algerian Independence
	Israel is Established as a State
	Abba Eban on the Six-Day War
	Egyptian President Anwar el-Sadat Speaks in Israel
	Camp David Accords
	Castro Takes Over Cuba

	Modern Nations 1980-Present
	President Ronald Reagan Predicts the Soviet Collapse
	The Chernobyl Disaster
	The Opening of the Berlin Wall
	The Poor and Suffering
	Tiananmen Square Massacre
	The End of Apartheid 
	Mandela's Farewell Speech at the United Nations
	Famine and Disease in Ethiopia
	The Persian Gulf War
	Palestinian Self-Government in Israel
	Britain's Margaret Thatcher on the Falklands War
	Guerrilla War in El Salvador
	The Life of a Maquiladora Worker
	America's Commitment to Freedom
	Yeltsin Remembers Those Who Died in the Soviet Coup Attempt
	Maastricht Treaty Establishes the European Union
	Dayton Peace Accords End Fighting in Bosnia
	Declaration of Principles
	The Wye River Memorandum
	Eulogy for Yitzhak Rabin
	Addressing the Nation of Jordan
	Sustainable Development in Africa


	Concepts
	Civilization Develops 
	An Egyptian Pharaoh Leads His Troops In Battle
	Hymn to Osiris
	Hammurabi's Canal

	Economics and Trade 
	Life Under the Laws of Lycurgus
	The Laws of Solon
	Pericles Glorifies Athens
	Journey to the Land of Punt
	India's Caste System
	Call for an End to the Slave Trade
	William Pitt Defends Himself
	Congress of Vienna
	The First High-Speed Railroad Opens in Britain
	Life at the Mill: Memoirs of a Child Laborer
	Defense of the Weavers
	The Wealth of Nations
	The Berlin Conference, 1885
	Boxer Protocol, 1901
	Inflation Ruins Germany's Economy
	The Great Depression
	The Treaty that Formed the European Economic Community
	President Ronald Reagan Predicts the Soviet Collapse
	The Life of a Maquiladora Worker
	Maastricht Treaty Establishes the European Union

	Empire Building 
	A Great Athenian Naval Victory
	Pericles Glorifies Athens
	An Alexander Quartet: His Genius in Battle
	An Alexander Quartet: He Founds Alexandria
	An Alexander Quartet: A Leader of Men
	An Alexander Quartet: His Untimely Death
	The Gauls Sack Rome
	Nero Sings While Rome Burns
	The Edict of Milan
	The Epic of the Kings
	The Fall of Constantinople
	The Song of Roland
	Jahangir, India's Mogul Emperor
	Constantinople under the Turks
	Elegy on the Taj Mahal
	British Control of Bengal
	Queen Elizabeth I Opens Parliament
	The English Attack the Spanish Armada
	The English Discover Tobacco
	The Palace of Versailles
	Napoleon at Moscow
	Victory at Waterloo

	Exploration and Migration 
	Exodus 5-14, Old Testament
	The Odyssey
	Journey to the Land of Punt
	Hanno's Voyage
	Buddhism Arrives in China
	Kublai Khan's Fabulous Palace
	Machu Picchu Is Discovered
	Columbus Reaches the Americas
	South America and Its People
	Magellan's Voyage
	Sir Francis Drake, Privateer
	The English Discover Tobacco
	Stanley Searches for Livingstone in Africa
	The First Moon Landing
	Conquest of Mount Everest
	Israel is Established as a State

	Geography and History
	The Discovery of '1470'
	The Iceman
	Conquests of Tiglath-Pilesar I
	Hanno's Voyage
	Buddhism Arrives in China
	Machu Picchu Is Discovered
	Constantinople under the Turks
	Elegy on the Taj Mahal
	First Conquest
	Stalingrad: The Tide Turns Against the Nazis
	D-Day Landings at Normandy
	Conquest of Mount Everest
	Israel is Established as a State
	Declaration of Principles
	The Wye River Memorandum
	Eulogy for Yitzhak Rabin

	Global Interaction 
	The Berlin Conference, 1885
	President Wilson's Fourteen Points Speech
	Versailles Treaty, 1919
	Covenant of the League of Nations, 1919
	Creation of the British Commonwealth
	First Conquest
	Churchill Rallies the British
	Winston Churchill's Warning
	The Truman Doctrine
	The United Nations Charter, 1945
	The Treaty that Formed the European Economic Community
	The Cuban Missile Crisis
	The Nuclear Test Ban Treaty
	President Ronald Reagan Predicts the Soviet Collapse
	The Geneva Accord
	Famine and Disease in Ethiopia
	Abba Eban on the Six-Day War
	America's Commitment to Freedom
	Maastricht Treaty Establishes the European Union
	Dayton Peace Accords End Fighting in Bosnia
	Sustainable Development in Africa

	Government and Politics
	Life Under the Laws of Lycurgus
	The Laws of Solon
	Pericles Glorifies Athens
	The Death of Socrates
	The Republic
	Demosthenes' Oration "On the Crown"
	Roman Officials' Abuse of Power
	Cicero Denounces the Conspiracy of Catiline
	Caesar is Assassinated
	Battle of Actium
	India's Caste System
	The Analects
	Shih chi (Records of the Historian)
	Finding a Wife for the River God, Folktale from Shr Ji
	The Magna Carta
	The Prince
	Anne Boleyn's Coronation
	Henry VIII Takes Control of the Church of England
	British Control of Bengal
	Queen Elizabeth I Opens Parliament
	The English Attack the Spanish Armada
	The Palace of Versailles
	Second Treatise of Government
	The Social Contract
	The English Bill of Rights
	William Pitt Defends Himself
	The Declaration of Independence
	The Treaty of Paris, 1783
	The Constitution of the United States
	Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen
	Thomas Macaulay Speaks on Leadership and Government
	Child Labor Law Defeated
	Emancipation of Russian Serfs
	The Communist Manifesto
	Disraeli Outlines Conservative Party Principles
	The British North America Act
	Sun Yat-sen and the Revolution of China
	Versailles Treaty Signing
	Defense of the Dictatorship of the Proletariat
	The Secret Lenin-a Brutal Dictator
	The Great Depression
	Creation of the British Commonwealth
	Stalin's Bloody Purge Begins
	Revolution and the Peasants
	Winston Churchill's Warning
	The Founding of the Communist Chinese Government
	The Secret Speech Denouncing Stalin
	The Cuban Missile Crisis
	The Opening of the Berlin Wall
	The Geneva Accord
	China's Cultural Revolution
	Tiananmen Square Massacre
	The End of Apartheid
	Mandela's Farewell Speech at the United Nations
	Egyptian President Anwar el-Sadat Speaks in Israel
	The Persian Gulf War
	Palestinian Self-Government in Israel
	America's Commitment to Freedom
	Yeltsin Remembers Those Who Died in the Soviet Coup Attempt
	Maastricht Treaty Establishes the European Union
	Dayton Peace Accords End Fighting in Bosnia
	Declaration of Principles
	The Wye River Memorandum
	Eulogy for Yitzhak Rabin
	Addressing the Nation of Jordan
	Sustainable Development in Africa

	Human Rights 
	The Death of Socrates
	Roman Officials' Abuse of Power
	India's Caste System
	The Magna Carta
	Second Treatise of Government
	The Social Contract
	The Rights of Women
	Call for an End to the Slave Trade
	The English Bill of Rights
	The Declaration of Independence
	The Constitution of the United States
	Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen
	Life at the Mill: Memoirs of a Child Laborer
	Defense of the Weavers
	Child Labor Law Defeated
	Abolition of Slavery Act
	Essay on Liberty
	Emancipation of Russian Serfs
	Emancipation Proclamation
	Women's Right to Vote
	The Communist Manifesto
	Émile Zola: The Dreyfus Affair, Part I
	Émile Zola: The Dreyfus Affair, Part II
	The Secret Lenin-a Brutal Dictator
	Covenant of the League of Nations, 1919
	Stalin's Bloody Purge Begins
	Gandhi on Nonviolent Protest
	Protest in India, 1930
	Surviving the Nazi Concentration Camps
	Universal Declaration of Human Rights
	"I Have a Dream"
	China's Cultural Revolution
	The Poor and Suffering
	Tiananmen Square Massacre
	The End of Apartheid
	Mandela's Farewell Speech at the United Nations
	Famine and Disease in Ethiopia
	The Life of a Maquiladora Worker

	Imperialism and Nationalism
	British Control of Bengal
	The English Attack the Spanish Armada
	The English Discover Tobacco
	Garibaldi Liberates Palermo
	Disraeli Outlines Conservative Party Principles
	Bismarck Starts the Franco-Prussian War
	Stanley Searches for Livingstone in Africa
	The British North America Act
	The Berlin Conference, 1885
	Émile Zola: The Dreyfus Affair, Part I
	Émile Zola: The Dreyfus Affair, Part II
	Boxer Protocol, 1901
	Russia's Bloody Sunday
	The Secret Lenin-a Brutal Dictator
	Creation of the British Commonwealth
	Mussolini Justifies His Invasion of Ethiopia
	Ethiopia's Plea for Help
	Gandhi on Nonviolent Protest
	Protest in India, 1930
	Revolution and the Peasants
	France Recognizes Algerian Independence
	The End of Apartheid

	Literature, Art, and Music
	The Epic of Gilgamesh
	Hammurabi's Canal
	The Odyssey
	Hesiod's Advice to a Would-Be Greek Seafarer
	Aristophanes' Comedy The Birds
	Pericles Glorifies Athens
	The Death of Socrates
	The Republic
	The Analects
	Meng Jiangnü and the Great Wall
	Finding a Wife for the River God, Folktale from Shr Ji
	Rubaíyát
	Charlemagne Described
	The Song of Roland
	Meng Ch'iu
	The Tale of the Genji
	Da Vinci on Painting
	Elegy on the Taj Mahal
	The Man Who Inspired Robinson Crusoe
	The Myth of Kintu, a Folktale of Buganda
	Bird Life and the Battlefield

	Popular Culture/Daily Life
	Life Under the Laws of Lycurgus
	The Laws of Solon
	The Eruption of Mount Vesuvius
	India's Caste System
	Patna, Capital of the Gupta Empire
	Dinner with Attila the Hun
	Belisarius, Justinian's Virtuous General
	The Black Plague, from The Decameron
	Foreign Visitors Describe Sixteenth Century England
	Jahangir, India's Mogul Emperor
	The English Discover Tobacco
	A Friend Describes William Harvey
	The Great Fire of London
	The Man Who Inspired Robinson Crusoe
	The Titanic
	Inflation Ruins Germany's Economy
	The Opening of the Berlin Wall
	China's Cultural Revolution
	The Poor and Suffering
	The Life of a Maquiladora Worker

	Religion
	Hymn to Osiris
	The Hindu Upanishads
	Exodus 5-14, Old Testament
	First Temple at Jerusalem, Old Testament
	The Sermon on the Mount, New Testament
	The Edict of Milan
	Buddha's Sermons
	Patna, Capital of the Gupta Empire
	The Analects
	Buddhism Arrives in China
	The Quran
	Summa Theologica
	The Trial of Joan of Arc
	Plan for a Crusade
	Popol Vuh: The Mayan Book of the Dawn of Life
	Erasmus Describes Thomas More
	Martin Luther's 95 Theses
	Henry VIII Takes Control of the Church of England
	Catechism of the Council of Trent
	Elegy on the Taj Mahal
	The Poor and Suffering

	Science and Technology
	The Discovery of '1470'
	The Iceman
	The Hippocratic Oath
	Plague in Athens
	Euclid's Geometry
	The Black Plague, from The Decameron
	Copernicus's Observations of Planetary Movements
	The Silk Industry in China
	A Friend Describes William Harvey
	Falling Bodies
	Studies of Motion
	The First High-Speed Railroad Opens in Britain
	Life at the Mill: Memoirs of a Child Laborer
	Defense of the Weavers
	Vaccination against Smallpox
	The Germ Theory
	Edison's Lightbulb
	The Rigors and the Benefits of Science
	Marie Curie Discovers Radium
	The First Transatlantic Radio Broadcast
	The First Airplane Flies
	The Titanic
	Tanks in Battle
	Bird Life and the Battlefield
	Lindbergh and the First Transatlantic Flight
	In Praise of Einstein
	The Descent of the Bathysphere
	Dropping the Bomb on Nagasaki
	Discovery of the Double Helix
	A Day in Space
	The Nuclear Test Ban Treaty
	The First Moon Landing
	The Chernobyl Disaster
	Famine and Disease in Ethiopia

	War, Conquest, and Revolution
	An Egyptian Pharaoh Leads His Troops In Battle
	Revolt in the Kingdom of Wei, from The Tso chuan
	Conquests of Tiglath-Pilesar I
	Cyrus the Great Conquers Lydia
	Darius Exposes an Impostor
	The Behistun Inscriptions of Darius
	A Great Athenian Naval Victory
	An Alexander Quartet: His Genius in Battle
	An Alexander Quartet: He Founds Alexandria
	An Alexander Quartet: A Leader of Men
	An Alexander Quartet: His Untimely Death
	The Gauls Sack Rome
	Caesar Invades Britain
	Battle of Actium
	The Last Days of Carthage
	Belisarius, Justinian's Virtuous General
	The Epic of the Kings
	The Fall of Constantinople
	Battle of Hastings, 1066
	The Song of Roland
	Summa Theologica
	The Trial of Joan of Arc
	Plan for a Crusade
	Genghis Khan Lays Waste to Samarkand
	The English Civil War Begins
	Oliver Cromwell, Hero of the English Civil Wars
	The Declaration of Independence
	The Treaty of Paris, 1783
	The Execution of Louis XVI
	The End of Robespierre's Reign of Terror
	Napoleon at Moscow
	Victory at Waterloo
	Congress of Vienna
	Emancipation Proclamation
	The Communist Manifesto
	Garibaldi Liberates Palermo
	Bismarck Starts the Franco-Prussian War
	Boxer Protocol, 1901
	Russia's Bloody Sunday
	Sun Yat-sen and the Revolution of China
	Life in the Trenches
	Tanks in Battle
	Bird Life and the Battlefield
	Bolsheviks Seize Power in Russia
	President Wilson's Fourteen Points Speech
	Versailles Treaty Signing
	Versailles Treaty, 1919
	Defense of the Dictatorship of the Proletariat
	Covenant of the League of Nations, 1919
	Inflation Ruins Germany's Economy
	Mussolini Justifies His Invasion of Ethiopia
	Ethiopia's Plea for Help
	Revolution and the Peasants
	First Conquest
	Churchill Rallies the British
	Edward R. Murrow Describes the London Blitz
	Japanese Attack Pearl Harbor
	Surviving the Nazi Concentration Camps
	Battle of Midway
	Stalingrad: The Tide Turns Against the Nazis
	D-Day Landings at Normandy
	German Surrender Document, 1945
	A Kamikaze Attack
	Dropping the Bomb on Nagasaki
	Peace Treaty with Japan
	The Truman Doctrine
	The Founding of the Communist Chinese Government
	The Korean Armistice
	The Geneva Accord
	Firefight in Vietnam
	Paris Peace Treaty Ends U.S. Involvement in Vietnam
	Tiananmen Square Massacre
	Israel is Established as a State
	Abba Eban on the Six-Day War
	Egyptian President Anwar el-Sadat Speaks in Israel
	Camp David Accords
	The Persian Gulf War
	Castro Takes Over Cuba
	Britain's Margaret Thatcher on the Falklands War
	Guerrilla War in El Salvador
	America's Commitment to Freedom
	Yeltsin Remembers Those Who Died in the Soviet Coup Attempt
	Dayton Peace Accords End Fighting in Bosnia
	Declaration of Principles
	The Wye River Memorandum
	Eulogy for Yitzhak Rabin


	User's Guide and Teaching Strategies
	User's Guide
	To the Teacher
	What are Primary Source Documents?
	Why use Primary Source Documents in your classroom?
	Introducing Students to Primary Source Documents
	Interpreting a Primary Source
	Using Primary Sources in Your Classroom
	Preparing Students for Standardized Testing
	Using Primary Source Documents and the Internet

	Teaching Strategies
	Strategy 1  Interpreting a Primary Source 
	Strategy 2  Organizing Information
	Strategy 3  Composing a Paragraph/Essay
	Strategy 4  Determining Cause and Effect
	Strategy 5  Identifying Central Issues
	Strategy 6  Drawing Conclusions
	Strategy 7  Distinguishing Fact from Opinion
	Strategy 8  Recognizing Bias
	Strategy 9  Making Comparisons
	Strategy 10 Expressing Problems Clearly

	Questions/Activities
	Activity 1  Interpreting a Primary Source
	Activity 2  Organizing Information
	Activity 3  Composing a Paragraph/Essay
	Activity 4  Determining Cause and Effect
	Activity 5  Identifying Central Issues
	Activity 6  Drawing Conclusions
	Activity 7  Distinguishing Fact from Opinion
	Activity 8  Recognizing Bias
	Activity 9  Making Comparisons
	Activity 10 Expressing Problems Clearly

	Blackline Masters
	Blackline Master 1  Interpreting a Primary Source
	Blackline Master 2  Organizing Information
	Blackline Master 3  Composing a Paragraph/Essay
	Blackline Master 4  Determining Cause and Effect
	Blackline Master 5  Identifying Central Issues
	Blackline Master 6  Drawing Conclusions
	Blackline Master 7  Distinguishing Fact from Opinion
	Blackline Master 8  Recognizing Bias
	Blackline Master 9  Making Comparisons
	Blackline Master 10 Expressing Problems Clearly

	Primary Source Document Correlations to Glencoe/McGraw-Hill Texts
	Human Heritage: A World History
	World History: The Human Experience
	World History: The Human Experience, The Early Ages
	World History: The Human Experience, The Modern Era




