6. The Fair Play Committee Calls on Nisei,
Sccond-Generation Japanese Amerlcans,
to Resist the Draft Within the
Heart Mountain Internment Camp, 1944

We, the Nisei have been complacent and too inarticulate to the unconstitutional
acts that we were subjected to. If ever there was a time or cause for decisive action.
IT IS NOW!

We, the members of the FPC [Fair Play Committee] are not afraid to go
war—we are not afraid to risk our lives for our country. We would gladly sacrifice
our lives to protect and uphold the principles and ideals of our country as set forth
in the Constitution and the Bill of Rights, for on its inviolability depends the free-
dom, liberty, justice, and protection of all people including Japanese-Americans
and all other minority groups. But have we been given such freedom, such liberty,
such justice, such protection? NO!! Without any hearings, without due process of
law as guaranteed by the Constitution and Bill of Rights, without any charges filed
against us, without any evidence of wrongdoing on our part, one hundred and ten
thousand innocent people were kicked out of their homes, literally uprooted from
where they have lived for the greater part of their life, and herded like dangerous
criminals into concentration camps with barbed wire tences and military police
guarding it, AND THEN, WITHOUT RECTIFICATION OF THE INJUSTICES
COMMITTED AGAINST US NOR WITHOUT RESTORATION OF OUR
RIGHTS AS GUARANTEED BY THE CONSTITUTION, WE ARE ORDERED
TO JOIN THE ARMY THRU DISCRIMINATORY PROCEDURES INTO A
SEGREGATED COMBAT UNIT! Is that the American way? NO! The FPC
believes that unless such actions are opposed NOW, and steps taken to remedy
such injustices and discriminations IMMEDIATELY, the future of all minorities
and the future of this democratic nation is in danger.

Thus, the members of the FPC unanimously decided at their last open meeting
that until we are restored all our rights, all discriminatory features of the Selective
Service abolished, and measures are taken to remedy the past injustices thru Judicial
pronouncement or Congressional act, we feel that the present program of drafting us
from this concentration camp is unjust, unconstitutional, and against all principles
of civilized usage. Therefore, WE MEMBERS OF THE FAIR PLAY COMMIT-
TEE HEREBY REFUSE TO GO TO THE PHYSICAL EXAMINATION OR TO
THE INDUCTION IF OR WHEN WE ARE CALLED IN ORDER TO CONTEST
THE ISSUE.

We are not being disloyal. We are not evading the draft. We are all loyal Amer-
icans fighting for JUSTICE AND DEMOCRACY RIGHT HERE AT HOME. So,
restore our rights as such, rectify the injustices of evacuation, of the concentration,
of the detention, and of the pauperization as such. In short, treat us in accordance
with the principles of the Constitution.

From Frank Abe, “One for All—All for One,” 1944; reprinted at www.resisters.com/documents/FPC_
Bulletin_3.htm. Reprinted by permission of the author.

If what we are voicing is wrong, if what we ask is disloyal, if what we think is
unpatriotic, then Abraham Lincoln, one of our greatest American President (sic)
was also guilty as such, for he said, “If by the mere force of numbers a majority
should deprive a minority on any Constitutional right, it might in a moral point of
view justify a revolution.”

Among the one thousand odd members of the Fair Play Committee, there are
Nisei men over the draft age and Nisei girls who are not directly affected by the
present Selective Service program, but who believe in the ideals and principles
of our country, therefore are helping the FPC in our fight against injustice and
discriminations.

We hope that all persons whose ideals and interests are with us will do all they

can to help us. We may have to engage in court actions but as such actions require

large sums of money, we do need financial support and when the time comes we
hope that you will back us up to the limit.

ATTENTION MEMBERS! FAIR PLAY COMMITTEE MEETING SUNDAY,
MARCH 35, 2:00 PM. BLOCK 6-30 MESS. PARENTS, BROTHERS, SISTERS,
AND FRIENDS INVITED.




