SUSANNA MARTIN, ON TRIAL FOR WITCHCRAFT
>’

Although the Salem trials of 1692 are the best-known example of witch-
craft hysteria in the English colonies, accusations and convictions of
witches were not confined to that episode. At least a hundred individuals
were complained of or indicted for witchcraft before the Salem outbreak,
and fifteen executed. About two hundred more were named in Salem, and
the trials there resulted in nineteen executions. More than three-quarters
of the accused were women. Unquestionably, women more than men were
thought to incline toward evil and toward the alliance with the devil that
was called witchcraft. The Salem trial of Susanna Martin (recorded by the
eminent minister Cotton Mather) shows the kinds of complaints against a
female neighbor that might lead accusers to name her a witch. Martin had
long been suspected of witchcraft and was executed on July 19, 1692.

1.

Susanna Martin, pleading Not Guilty to the Indictment of Witchcraft,
brought in against her, there were produced the Evidences of many Per-
sons very sensibly and grievously Bewitched; who all complained of the
Prisoner at the Bar, as the Person whom they believed the cause of their
Miseries. And now, as well as in the other Trials, there was an extraordi-
nary Endeavour by Witchcrafts, with Cruel and frequent Fits, to hinder
the poor Sufferers from giving in their Complaints, which the Court was
forced with much Patience to obtain, by much waiting and watching
forit. ...

IV. John Atkinson testifid, That he exchanged a Cow with a Son of
Susanna Martin’s, whereat she muttered, and was unwilling he should
have it. Going to receive this Cow, tho he Hamstring'd her, and Halter'd
her, she, of a Tame Creature, grew so mad, that they could scarce get her
along. She broke all the Ropes that were fastned unto her, and though
she were ty'd fast unto a Tree, yet she made her escape, and gave them
such further trouble, as they could ascribe to no cause but Witcheraft.

V. Bernard Peache testif'd, That being in Bed, on the Lord’s-day Night,
he heard a scrabbling at the Window, whereat he then saw Susanna Mar-
tin come in, and jump down upon the Floor. She took hold of this Depo-
nent’s Feet, and drawing his Body up into an Heap, she lay upon him
near Two Hours; in all which time he could neither speak nor stir. At
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length, when he could begin to move, he laid hold on her Hand, and
pulling it up to his Mouth, he bit three of her Fingers, as he judged, unto
the Bone. Whereupon she went from the Chamber, down the Stairs, out
at the Door. This Deponent thereupon called unto the People of the
House, to advise them of what passed; and he himself did follow her. The
People saw her not; but there being a Bucket at the Left-hand of the Door,
there was a drop of Blood found upon it; and several more drops of Blood
upon the Snow newly fallen abroad: There was likewise the print of her
2 Feet just without the Threshold; but no more sign of any Footing fur-
ther off. . . .

VI. Robert Downer testified, That this Prisoner being some Years ago
prosecuted at Court for a Witch, he then said unto her, He believed she
was a Witch. Whereat she being dissatisfied, said, That some She-Devil
would shortly fetch him away! Which words were heard by others, as well
as himself. The Night following, as he lay in his Bed, there came in at the
Window, the likeness of a Cat, which flew upon him, took fast hold of
his Throat, lay on him a considerable while, and almost killed him. At
length he remembred what Susanna Martin had threatned the Day before;
and with much striving he cried out, Avoid, thou She-Devil! In the Name
of God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, Avoid! Whereupon it left
him, leap’d on the Floor, and flew out at the Window.

And there also came in several Testimonies, that before ever Downer
spoke a word of this Accident, Susanna Martin and her Family had re-
lated, How this Downer had been handled! . . .

VIIL. William Brown testifid, That Heaven having blessed him with a
most Pious and Prudent Wife, this Wife of his, one day met with Susanna
Martin; but when she approach’d just unto her, Martin vanished out of
sight, and left her extreamly affrighted. After which time, the said Martin
often appeard unto her, giving her no little trouble; and when she did
come, she was visited with Birds, that sorely peck’'d and prick’d her; and
sometimes, a Bunch, like a Pullet’s Egg, would rise in her Throat, ready
to choak her, till she cry’d out, Witch, you shan’t choak me! While this
good Woman was in this extremity, the Church appointed a Day of
Prayer, on her behalf; whereupon her Trouble ceas’d; she saw not Martin
as formerly; and the Church, instead of their Fast, gave Thanks for her
Deliverance. But a considerable while after, she being Summoned to give
in some Evidence at the Court, against this Martin, quickly thereupon,
this Martin came behind her, while she was milking her Cow, and said
unto her, For thy defaming her at Court, I'll make thee the miserablest Crea-
ture in the World. Soon after which, she fell into a strange kind of distem-
per, and became horribly frantick, and uncapable of any reasonable
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Action; the Physicians declaring, that her Distemper was preternatural,
and that some Devil had certainly bewitched her; and in that condition
she now remained.

IX. Sarah Atkinson testify’d, That Susanna Martin came from Amesbury
to their House at Newbury, in an extraordinary Season, when it was not
fit for any to Travel. She came (as she said, unto Atkinson) all that long
way on Foot. She bragd and shew'd how dry she was; nor could it be
perceived that so much as the Soles of her Shoes were wet. Atkinson was
amazed at it; and professed, that she should her self have been wet up to
the knees, if she had then came so far; but Martin reply’d, She scorn’d to
be Drabbled! 1t was noted, that this Testimony upon her Trial, cast her in
a very singular Confusion.

X. John Pressy testify'd, That being one Evening very unaccountably
Bewildred, near a Field of Martins, and several times, as one under an
Enchantment, returning to the place he had left, at length he saw a mar-
vellous Light, about the bigness of an Half-bushel, near two Rod, out of
the way. He went, and struck at it with a Stick, and laid it on with all his
might. He gave it near forty blows; and felt it a palpable substance. But
going from it, his Heels were struck up, and he was laid with his Back on
the Ground, sliding, as he thought, into a Pit; from whence he recover’d
by taking hold on the Bush; altho’ afterwards he could find no such Pit
in the place. Having, after his Recovery, gone five or six Rod, he saw
Susanna Martin standing on his Left-hand, as the Light had done before;
but they changed no words with one another. He could scarce find his
House in his Return; but at length he got home extreamly affrighted. The
next day, it was upon Enquiry understood, that Martin was in a miserable
condition by pains and hurts that were upon her.

It was further testify'd by this Deponent, That after he had given in
some Evidence against Susanna Martin, many years ago, she gave him
foul words about it; and said, He should never prosper more; particularly,
That he should never have more than two Cows; that tho’ he was never so
likely to have more, yet he should never have them. And that from that very
day to this, namely for twenty years together, he could never exceed that
number; but some strange thing or other still prevented his having any
more.

XI. Jervis Ring testify’d, That about seven years ago, he was oftentimes
and grievously oppressed in the Night, but saw not who troubled him;
until at last he Lying perfectly Awake, plainly saw Susanna Martin ap-
proach him. She came to him, and forceably bit him by the Finger; so
that the Print of the bite is now, so long after, to be seen upon him.
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XII. But besides all of these Evidences, there was a most wonderful
Account of one Joseph Ring, produced on this occasion.

This Man has been strangely carried about by Damons, from one
Witch-meeting to another, for near two years together; and for one quarter
of this time, they have made him, and keep him Dumb, tho’ he is now
again able to speak. There was one T. H. who having, as ’tis judged, a
design of engaging this Joseph Ring in a snare of Devillism, contrived a
while, to bring this Ring two Shillings in Debt unto him.

Afterwards, this poor Man would be visited with unknown shapes, and
this T. H. sometimes among them; which would force him away with
them, unto unknown Places, where he saw Meetings, Feastings, Danc-
ings; and after his return, wherein they hurried him along through the
Air, he gave Demonstrations to the Neighbours, that he had indeed been
so transported. When he was brought unto these hellish Meetings, one of
the first Things they still did unto him, was to give him a knock on the
Back, whereupon he was ever as if bound with Chains, uncapable of
stirring out of the place, till they should release him. He related, that
there often came to him a Man, who presented him a Book, whereto he
would have him set his Hand; promising to him, that he should then have
even what he would; and presenting him with all the delectable Things,
Persons, and Places, that he could imagin. But he refusing to subscribe,
the business would end with dreadful Shapes, Noises and Screeches,
which almost scared him out of his Wits. Once with the Book, there was
a Pen offered him, and an Ink-horn with Liquor in it, that seemed like
Blood: But he never toucht it.

This Man did now affirm, That he saw the Prisoner at several of those
hellish Randezvouzes.

Note, this Woman was one of the most impudent, scurrilous, wicked
Creatures in the World; and she did now throughout her whole Tryal,
discover her self to be such an one. Yet when she was asked, what she
had to say for her self? Her chief Plea was, That she had lead a most
virtuous and holy Life.
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