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Five Paragraph Essays
Holistic Scoring Guide

_____ l=———
-No visible sign of a thesis statement . )
-Chaotic introductory paragraph with no background information or cohesion

-Unrelated supporting paragraphs with zero internal order
-Completely unrelated concluding paragraph
-No significant use of resources

_____ D e .

—Completely reiterative thesis statement

-Deficient or poorly organized background information - and lead in for
introduction

~-Loosely related supporting paragraphs with poor internal order

-Mostly unrelated concluding paragraph

—-No fresh references to information or class resources

_____ fc P . o
-Reiterative thesis, worded differently from sources(éﬁn“ ~o SYNH“QS¢)

-Awkwardly rendered, but discernible efforts at lead in and background in
introduction

-Related paragraphs with poor- internal® order or loosely related paragraphs with
adequate internal order

-Poorly presented conclusion with vague reference to thesis and support

_Uses resources or information that closely resemble previously discussed
information

----- toalt (5 yriasss)

-original thesis, mildly challenging premise

-Minimal necessary introductory background reasonably organized to support thesis
-Related paragraphs with adequate internal organization

-Summary or thesis and support, pedantic writing

-Uses previously unconsidered information to support a familiar idea

_____ B ——

—Creative thesis statement, moderately complex and original angle

-Well presented introduction with background information relevant to thesis
-Paragraphs that explicitly support the thesis and that have good internal
structure and style

-satisfying conclusion that reiterates thesis and support in a fresh, conclusive
manner

-Analyzes or uses information or sources in a creative way or uses new
information to support a creative thesis

_____ 6_..____.
—Creative thesis statement, advanced complexity and originality of thought

-Exceptionally rendered background to thesis. Creative, concise introduction
-Paragraphs that support the thesis and that exhibit superior style and internal
organization. Linked by varied and creative transitions

-Creative conclusion that wraps up essay with style and clarity

-Blends high level interpretation and analysis with fresh evidence or information
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