Keyword Worksheet

What is the essential question that you are researching?

Pick out the key words or key concepts from this question. What words could you search?

List alternate words for each key word (synonyms)

Original Word Synonym 1 Synonym?2




To focus your search even tighter..

Turn the question into the answer. Rewrite the question in the form that the answer would take. Here’s an example of a basic question (not an
essential question!)
How old are kids in Taiwan when they can legally drive?

The answer might contain the words:
Teenagers
Driving age

can drive

are allowed to drive

legally drive
at the age of ...years old
when they are..years of age
There is no age limit

Remember the rule of 5: Searches should RARELY have more than 3-5 words.
The keywords I chose are

“driving age” Taiwan.
The first 3 hits tell me that the legal age is 18.

Use Quotation Marks to get rid of unnecessary hits. “Brad Pitt” with quotation marks will net you fewer hits, as searching without
quotations marks will find hits for ALL Brads and every form of the word Pitt (peach pit, Pittsburgh, etc...)

Eliminate unnecessary hits by using NOT. For example, when studying about the Vikings and their historic battles, you don’t want Minnesota
Viking hits. You would type:
Vikings NOT football




